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FOR  TM  E  Y  E  H  R  1897, 

BY 


S.  F  I  E  L,  D  E  M  , 


M.D.,  M.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P., 


Fellow  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical  Officei's  of  Health. 


H.  BLAMIRE,  PRINTER,  I,  MAIN  STREET,  SHILDON. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  Report  for  1897:  — 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 

These  are  based  on  Wq^f^niated,  population  of 
10,600,  which  has  been  arrived  at  by 
multiplying  the  number  of  inhabited,  houses 
by  4  84,  the  average  number  of  persons  in 
each  house  at  1891  Census. 

Births. 

For  the  year  350  Births  (175  males  and  175  females) 
were  registered  Equal  to  a  rate  of  33  per  thousand 
of  population  against  32*3  in  1896. 

Deaths. 

For  the  same  period  176  Deaths  were  recorded  ;  equal  to 
a  rate  of  16-6  against  15‘9  in  1896. 

The  Deaths  under  1  year  numbered  56  ;  equal  to  a  rate 
of  160  per  thousand  registered  Births,  against  132  in  1896. 

The  Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
were  15;  equal  to  a  rate  of  F41  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  Deaths  from  Phthisis  numbered  13,  equal  to  rate  P22 
,,  ,,  Respiratory  Diseases  ,,29,  ,,  2-64 

,,  ,.  Heart  Diseases  ,,  15,  ,,  1'41 

For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1897, 
the  rates  respectively  were 

Births  29- 7  per  1,000  (with  two  exceptions  the  lowest  on 
record) . 

Deaths  17-4  per  1000  (1-2  per  1,000  below  average  of  10 
preceding  years) 

Infantile  Deaths  156  per  1,000  Births. 

From  Zymotic  Diseases  2- 15  per  1,000. 
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From  these  Statistics  it  will  be  observed— 

1. — With  regard  to  Births  that  there  is  again  the  strange 

coincidence  of  a  considerably  increased  population  with 
a  diminution  in  the  number  of  Births.  The  natural 
increase  of  Births  over  Deaths,  nevertheless,  amounts 
to  183  ;  and 

2.  — That  the  general  Death  rate  is  very  satisfactory,  while 

our  Infantile  Mortality  is  greater  than  it  ought 
to  be.  9  of  these  infants’  deaths  were  attributed 
to  immaturity  and  congenital  debility,  and  none  of 
them  lived  a  whole  day  ;  27  died  before  they  were 

a  month  old,  and  45  before  they  were  6  months. 

The  Infantile  Death  rate  for  the  whole  County  is  174  per 
1,000  Births  ;  that  for  the  Boroughs  231 ;  so  that,  though 
high,  we  still  bear  favourable  comparison  with  our 
neighbours. 


The  following  Tables  show  : 

1. — The  Mortality  from  all  causes  at  ages  specified  for 
year  ended  December  31st,  1897. 


Under 
1  year 

BETWEEN 

over 

80 

1  and  5 

5  &  15 

15  &  25 

25  &  65 

65  &  70 

70  &  80 

56 

24 

5 

15 

44 

11 

17 

4 

2. — Total  Deaths  from  all  causes  for  5  years. 


1897 

1896 

1 

1895  i  1894 

I 

1893 

176 

160 

1 

195  145 

1 

253 
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3.  Zymotic  Mortality  in  each  Sub-District  in  1897. 


Old 

Shildon 

Chapel 

Row 

New 
Shi  Idon 

East 

Thickley 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Diphtheria 

-  — 

— 

— 

— 

Fever  (Typhoid 
&c.) 

3 

Measles 

4 

1 

1 

0 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

3 

0 

0 

Diarrhaea 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Totals 

6 

5 

1 

3 

4. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in 


1897 

1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

20 

74 

14 

47 

63 

Diphtheria 

— 

3 

2 

10 

16 

Croup 

Fever  (Enteric 

■ 

— 

1 

1 

3 

&c.) 

Puerperal 

34 

17 

39 

46 

196 

Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

14 

11 

42 

13 

25 

Totals 

68 

105 

69 

117 

305 
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■5. — Population.  Births  and  Deaths  for  17  years. 


Estimated 

Population. 

Year. 

Births. 

DEA 

U  nder 

1  year 

THS  1 

From 

Zym. 

Disea. 

At 

all 

ages. 

10,600 

1897 

350 

56 

15 

176 

10,082 

1896 

326 

43 

19 

160 

9.986 

1895 

393 

77 

31 

195 

9,890 

1894 

342 

49 

7 

145 

9.795 

1893 

355 

85 

82 

253 

9.702 

1892 

371 

51 

10 

162 

Census 

9,584 

1891 

412 

70 

27 

227 

» 

1890 

326 

56 

27 

177 

1889 

359 

71 

36 

193 

1888 

337 

44 

6 

160 

1887 

367 

60 

15 

167 

1886 

335 

41 

20 

151 

1885 

356 

53 

17 

175 

1884 

387 

59 

23 

169 

1883 

368 

58 

27 

182 

1882 

369 

51 

57 

200 

Census 

8,703 

1881 

381 

47 

56 

170 

! 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  notified  were  68,  which  represents  exactly 
one  half  of  the  average  of  the  5  years  immediately 
preceding. 


34  cases  of  Typhoid  were  notified ;  10  of  these  were 

at  the  bottom  of  Old  Shildon,  and  18  in  New  Shildon 
(Strand  Street  and  Mechanics’  Street), — both  well  known 
fever  dens,  which  had  been  reported  on  from  time  to  time. 
I  am  glad  to  say  your  Council  insisted  on  very  radical 
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measures  being  taken  ;  old  dilapidated  outbuildings  being 
replaced  by  others  of  better  construction,  untrapped  drains 
rectified,  and  at  New  Shildon  the  old  drains  were 
completely  disconnected  from  the  old  water  course,  and 
new  ones  laid  in  connection  with  the  sewers.  It  was 
curious  to  observe  the  effect  produced  by  these  measures  at 
New  Shildon,  where  cases  were  cropping  up  in  almost  every 
house  in  the  infected  area — immediately  after  the  beck 
was  sealed  the  disease  disappeared  as  mysteriously  as  if  it 
had  been  done  by  the  stroke  of  a  Magician’s  wand. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  very  prevalent, 
the  former  contributing  b  deaths,  and  the  latter  4. 

Scarlatina,  mostly  of  mild  type,  prevailed  to  some 
extent,  but  no  fatal  case  was  reported. 

There  was  less  Diarrhoea  than  usual,  and  only  2 
cases  ended  fatally. 

We  have  enjoyed  a  remarkable  immunity  from 
Diphtheria  and  Croup,  for  whilst  in  many  places  these 
diseases  have  been  fatally  prevalent,  not  a  single  case  of 
either  disease  has  been  reported  here. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Influenza  was  frequently 
observed,  and  in  more  than  one  instance  with  fatal  results. 


While  I  write  a  very  serious  epidemic  of  Smallpox 
is  reported  from  Middlesbro',  and  seeing  that  we  are  in 
constant  communication  by  rail  with  that  town,  it  is 
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scarcely  conceivable  that.  Shildon  will  escape.  If  unhappily r 
the  disease  should  be  imported,  like  Middlesbro’,  we  shall 
be  found  wholly  unprepared  for  such  an  invasion,  seeing 
that  we  have  no  provision  at  all  for  isolating  first  cases  ; 
and  if  once  it  obtains  a  foothold  I  very  much  fear  a  wide¬ 
spread  and  fatal  epidemic  will  be  the  result.  Under  these 
-circumstances  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  opinion 
in  the  most  unhesitating  and  unmistakeable  way  that  it  is 
the  bounden  duty  of  this  Council  to  urge  all  persons  living  in 
the  district  to  protect  themselves  by  Vaccination  and 
re- Vaccination  against  this  fearful  scourge.  And  in  this 
connection  I  trust  you  will  excuse  me  for  quoting  from  my  report 
for  the  year  1896.  I  there  said  “  I  very  much  fear  the  neglect 
-of  Vaccination  will  end  some  day  in  the  loss  of  many  valuable 
lives.  During  my  professional  career  I  have  seen  a  good  deal 
of  Smallpox,  and  have  passed  through  several  epidemics  ; 
and  personal  observation  has  fully  convinced  me  of  the 
value  of  Vaccination  as  a  preventative.  “  I  practice  what 
I  preach,”  inasmuch  as  I  have  myself  been  vaccinated  three 
times,  and  will  again  submit  myself  to  the  operation,  if  the 
disease  should  make  its  appearance.  I  am  satisfied  that  in 
proportion  to  the  goodness  and  aim  unt  of  vaccination,  in  the 
same  proportion  will  people  enjoy  immunity  from  the  disease. 
I  do  not  say  that  Vaccination  will  entirely  prevent  Smallpox 
(neither  will  an  attack  of  Smallpox  itself  prevent  it)  but  I 
do  say  that  in  the  very  great  majority  of  cases  good 
Vaccination  will  rob  the  disease  of  its  terrors. 

I  would  unhesitatingly  recommend  everyone  to  be  vaccinated 
and  re- vaccinated  after  a  few  years. 

The  operation  should  be  done  with  care,  and  the  patient 
whilst  passing  through  the  various  stages  should  be  as 
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carefully  attended  to  as  after  any  other  surgical  operation. 
To  those  who  object  to  Humanized  Lymph  T  would  say  he 
done  with  Calf  Lymph.” 

And  in  addition  that  you  at  once  set  about  the  erection  of  a 
wooden  or  iron  building  in  a  suitable  situation  for  isolating 
any  cases  that  may  occur. 


GeraeraS  Sanitation. 

In  the  course  of  inspections  many  insanitary  conditions 
have  been  found  and  remedied.  Old  dilapidated  out-offices 
have  in  many  places  been  replaced  by  others  of  approved 
construction. 

Numerous  Sanitary  Gulley  Traps  have  been  fixed 
and  some  additional  Ventilating  Pipes  attached  to  the 
sewers  have  been  run  up  the  gables  of  houses  at  convenient 
points  to  assist  in  carrying  off  foul  emanations. 

The  old  water  course  at  New  Shildon  for  some 
considerable  distance  has  been  cleared  out,  over  70  cart 
loads  of  sediment  having  been  removed. 

With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  in  Richmond  Street 
I  believe  all  the  sewers  have  now  been  disconnected  from 
this  beck ;  it  has  also  undergone  extensive  repairs,  and 
when  completed  I  feel  sure  it  will  be  found  sufficient  to 
carry  off  all  the  surface  water. 
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New  Buildings, 

Some  of  these  are  spoilt  for  the  want  of  3  or  4  extra 
courses  of  bricks,  and  the  expenditure  of  an  extra  pound  or 
two.  The  Council  should  insist  on  the  ground  floor  of 
all  new  buildings  being  raised  at  least  18  inches  above  the 
surface  level,  the  damp  proof  course  being  at  the  same 
time  applied  at  a  higher  point  than  is  generally  done. 

I  am  also  distinctly  of  opinion  that  in  places  like  this 
where  there  is  constant  danger  of  subsidence  from  old 
Colliery  workings  that  greater  attention  should  be  given  to 
the  securing  of  more  efficient  fall  in  the  drains  than  is  often 
done. 

It  is  not  at  all  an  unusual  occurence  to  open  up  a 
a  blocked  drain  and  find  the  fall  in  the  wrong  direction. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

These  with  very  few  exceptions  have  been  satisfac- 
factorily  kept  ;  any  irregularity  or  insanitary  condition 
being  rectified  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


Scavenging. 

Complaints  have  now  and  again  been  made  that  the 
Ashpits  have  not  been  completely  emptied— a  load  or  two 
from  the  top  only  having  been  carted  away. 
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The  person  having  charge  of  this  duty  should  be 
given  very  clearly  to  understand  that  if  any  case  of  the 
kind  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  it  will  be 
followed  by  instant  dismissal. 

Now  that  this  work  is  done  by  night  it  is  certainly 
less  objectionable  and  attended  with  less  danger  to  the 
public  health  than  under  the  old  plan. 


Footpaths. 

These  in  several  places  require  attention.  In 
“Church  Street  they  are  positively  dangerous. 


Water  Supply. 

This  is  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Some  time  ago 
I  wrote  Mr.  Askwith,  the  Water  Company’s  Engineer, 
asking  whether  in  the  event  of  a  fire  occuring  at  OldShildon 
it  would  be  possible  to  shut  off  the  water  going  to  New 
Shildon  and  so  obtain  a  greater  pressure  to  extinguish  it. 

Within  the  last  month  he  intimated  to  me  by  letter 
that  it  has  been  decided  to  lay  a  duplicate  main  from  the 
Reservoir  to  the  bottom  of  Auckland  Terrace,  and  that  by 
this  plan  the  supply  to  the  two  Sliildons  will  be  kept  quite 
distinct. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  this  alteration  will  be  a 
very  great  advantage  as  by  this  arrangement  the  full 
pressure  from  the  Reservoir  will  be  available  through  the 
independent  service  to  either  Shildon. 
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The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  in  1897. 

SUMMARY. 

Notices  served  in  consequence  of 


Foul  Conditions  in  Houses  ...  ...  38 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  ...  ...  4 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ...  ...  45 

Manure  Deposits  . .  . .  ...  3 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  ,,  Traps  ...  ...  ...  56 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers  ...  ...  15 

Other  Faults  ...  ..  ...  ...  43 

Smoke  Nuisance  ....  ...  ••  1 

Other  ,,  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  ...  236 


Three  lots  of  Bedding  were  destroyed,  and  wherever 
it  could  be  carried  out,  after  infectious  disease,  the  room 
or  house  was  stoved  and  disinfected. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

I  understand  the  plans  for  a  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
are  now  ready  and  approved,  and  that  the  work  will  be 
proceeded  with  at  once. 

I  append  Statistical  Forms  as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  FIELDEN, 


M.  O.  H. 
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